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NATION AWAITS DECISION

ON GERMA

. PRESIDENT:WILSON CONFERS

~ House shortly after 9 o'clock and returned in about two and a half hours.
| Doctor Grayson was on the green with the President, He said that the exer-
" tise was necessary to the Executive in this critical time and that in his playing
~ he did not show any nervousness.

S PRESIDENT BELIEVES WORLD HATES WAR

. E. M. House and Secretayr Lansing.
. war showed today in lines upon the Persident’s face and in a drawn expression.

i
WITH ADVISERS AGAIN BEFORE
CASTING “PEACE OR WAR” DIE

Executive Seeks Relief From Strain in Game
of Golf Before Entering Conference.
“No Word to Germany Yet,”
Says Lansing

Two Courses Open: An Immediate Break With Berlin or
New and Daring Effort for Concerted Neutral
Action to Bring Teutons Within

Internatmndl Rules

WASHINGTON, Feb., Z,—President Wilson came from the
White House to his executive office and entered the Cabinet room
at 2:30 o’clock this afternoon.

At that hour Secretaries Lane, Redfield, Baker and Postmaster
General Burleson had arrived. Secretary Lansing reached the White |
House a few moments later and the remainder of the Cabinet soon |
followed. .

The President took with him from his study an envelope which
may be the text o fhis fateful decision to be considered by the
Cabinet this afternoon. He walked down the hall into the Cabinet
room with a brisk step, but greeted his advisers solemnly.

WASHINGTON, Feb, 2.—With the exception of Attorney Gen-
eral Gregory all of the members of President Wilson’s Cabinet
attended the regular session this afternoon. None of them would
discuss the international situation on entering the White House.

Just as Secretary Lansing arrived, his copfidential stenographer
rushed across from the State Department and gave him a bulk»
envelope. The Secretary would not discuss its contents.

Secretary Lane expressed the opinion that the entire interna-
tional situation would be dlacussed.

OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla. Feb, 2.—Expressing complete confi- |
dence in President Wilson, the lower House of the Legislature today
unanimously passed a resolution supporting him in any arlinn he
may see fit to take in the prenenl crmis with Germany,

WASHINGTON, Feb, .!.—The Na\'y Department today shut

down the lid on the matter of location of its ships, heretofore pub-
lished daily.

WASHINGTON, Feb, 2.
he definite statement “that nothing has gone forward o Germany vet"
wis made by the State Department today relative to the present German-
American crisis. Further, it was stated that passports had not been handed
Ambassador Bernstorff.

At the same time the department left the impression that some suggestions, |
inquiries or instructions may have been sent to Ambassador Gerard, though it
was officially emphasized that the department neither affirmed nor denied that
impression.

Where yesterday afternoon the department made the definite statement that
no announcement about the situation would be forthcoming overnight, it an-
nounced today that it did not know whether or not there would be some state-
ment this afternoon or tonight.

Congressional leaders said that no arrangements had been made yet for a
joint session of Congress to receive 'a communication from the President. How-
ever, almost every member of Congress was at his desk and a joint session could
be arranged at ten minutes' notice.

Officialdom generally has calmly accepted the belief that diplomatic rela-
tions with Germany would be severed. The capital was extremely calm.

So far theré has been no confirmation received of the report that Austria
also had decided to carry on ruthless submarine operations. Until this officially
is confirmed the United States will proceed on the assumption that its immediate
Joncern is the German situation,

White House bfficials, by direct orders from President Wilson, were dumb
on all questions dealing with the international relations, Secretary Tumulty
positively refused to discuss au report that m statement might be forthcoming
after the Cabinet meeting. That was for the President to decide, he said.

Today the President will meet the Cabinet and Senator Stone, chairman
of the Foreign Relations Committee, for advice and counsel,

President Wilson's course of action appeared to be limited to two diamet-
rically opposed lines. Authorities said he might follow the strictly legal and
logical course demanded as a natural sequence to this country’s diplomatic nego-
tiations with Germany, which will mean a break; or, disregarding precedent, he
may launch forth an entirely new doctrine of neutrality, urging the patience
sucrifice and concession from this country that he has asked of the belligerents,
in order to hold the United States free to administer what he has termed “the
greater service to mankind.”

SEEKS RELIEF IN GAME OF GOLF

As is his custom when confronted with a serious or difficult diplomatic
problem, the President sought mental rest and physical exercise in pursuing
‘Mis favorite pastime—golf.- '

He played his usual steady game., He and Mrs. Wilson left the White

Up to this forenoon he had kept clesely to his study, advising with Colonel
The strain of a situation that may mean

And his Premier, none too well in recent months, appeared to be a sick man.

manner, frequently solemn, had about it a.touch of pathos. Newspapermen

'b have known Secretary Lansing for years could not recall wnen he had
such signs of pressure.

. The President's conviction—often expressed—is that the fighting nations
"Are sesing red,” that those governing the belligerent nations have reached a
th of frenzy ;!hm they are not myomiblo for the acta they do. And behind
thought his firm conviction that the “people” of Germany—those back

not want war with the United States and the people of the

| States do not want war with them.
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While the whole world tensely snwaits W déeision on how the United
States shall meet the new German submarine menace, the nation's « |
Chief Executive displaye his ability to keep cool by enjoying a few

rounds of his favorite sport,
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HELLO GIRL'S QUICK WIT
SAVES MANY FROM FIRE

One Dies and Six Are Badly Burned in
Flame-Swept Mining
Village
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death ; his mother. Mvn, Argile Dalmontague,
wap probably fatally injured and five others
ware seriously burned when fire swept thires
dwolling at Sturgeon, & mining village near
hero, today.
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CONGRESS ASKED TO BUILD MORE SUBMARINES

WASHINGTON, Feb Immedinte copst submarines
and twenty Aeet submarines o gecure America ngninst foreign invasion wias pro
vided in & bill introduced in the Senate today v Senator Polndexter, of \\-‘l-“h'lllp:lull
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JANUARY COINAGE AT THE PHILADELPHIA MINT
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AUSTRIA SENDS NOTE ON INTENSIFIED SEA WAR

LONDON, Feb, 2—A Vienna dispiteh to Reuter's by way of Amsierdam says
that Count Cserin, the Austeo-Hungarian Minlster of Porelgn Affairs,
note to the neutril countries respecting intensified naval warfare
lines similar 10 the Cermun noto th the Unlted States

has sent a
It is along

WiLlke NOT CLOSE COTTON EXCHANGE
NEW YORK, Feb, 2. -+The board of manugers of the New York Cotlon Exchunge,
at o meeting this morning, decided that the exchange shall not be closgd. There
had besn some agitation dn favor of cloxing the exehange because of the possibility
of u break with L:rrmum over the submirine sltustion.

U-BOAT WAR DOESN'T AFFECT NEW ORLEANS SHIPPING

NEW ORL!A\TR Feb. 2.—The declaration of unrestricted submarine warfare
had little effect here, and ships coytinued loading. The British steamship Macthar

Jeft for Genoa with grain.
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